
2010 Client Conference 
 
BuilderMT's Client Conference in Coeur d'Alene was a huge success!  With the 
market improving clients that attended are in position to efficiently continue 
operations, and are looking forward to record profits with efficient use of 
BuilderMT products. 
 

This conference in Coeur d'Alene, ID was value packed with informative sessions 
and topics that continue to inspire creative and efficient use of products already 
owned.  The attendees got a peek at what the enhancements and other modules can help accomplish.    
 

We want to give a big "Thank You" to all the home builders who attended the 2010 BuilderMT / Sales 
Simplicity Client Conference!  Despite the effect of the economy we are all feeling, we were pleased 
that so many clients still made the commitment to attend. For those clients who did not attend, this 
article provides a summary of the three-day event.  Everyone was overwhelmed at the beauty and 
grandeur of the Northwest. We hope this synopsis encourages you to take part in the 2012 conference 
in beautiful Coeur d'Alene, Idaho!     
 

Conference Opening - Day 1 

 
The conference began the morning of Wednesday, September 15th, with a welcome presentation from 
BuilderMT's President, Tom Gebes, who introduced BuilderMT staff and gave a "State of BuilderMT" 
presentation. Tom expressed gratitude to the attendees and encouraged attendees to get to know one 
another as this networking opportunity is invaluable. 
  
Barry Forbes President of Sales Simplicity addressed the group next.  He expressed his sincere welcome 
to the attendees and his gratitude for the opportunity to share time together over the next few days. 
  
Following Barry's presentation, Dennis Stejskal, VP of Product development for Sage CRE, presented a 
high level overview of the Sage Timberline Office position in the construction accounting market.  
Following the introduction, Dennis provided a "sneak-peek" overview of the latest account product, 
Sage Timberline Enterprise. This program will be available to the residential market, and integrated 
with WMS, in 2011. 
  
Jim McFarlane, owner of Explorer Software, a new accounting integration partner with BuilderMT, gave 
a high level presentation on Explorer's position in the construction accounting market worldwide.  
Following Jim's introduction, Mark Liss, Director of Construction Solutions for Explorer, presented 
Contract Manager Version 7, a true web-based accounting product for the construction market.  
  
After the opening, the developers from both BuilderMT and Sales Simplicity teamed up to show the 
group a vision of the future technology direction and product roadmap for our companies.. 



 

 
 

Next attendees had the choice of three tracks conducted by consultants in each 2-hour timeslot: Sales 
Simplicity Training, Beyond the Core - Benefits as You Grow and BuilderMT WMS Soup to Nuts Training. 
The afternoon sessions wrapped up around 5 p.m., at which point the group was entertained with 
refreshments at the Staff / Client Appreciation Mixer. 
  
Many clients came up to the staff and told us how much they have learned through these sessions.  
They thought they knew everything there was to know about BuilderMT WMS and Sales Simplicity, when 
in fact they were not aware of the many other features available within these products that they could 
take advantage of immediately. 
  
Conference Sessions - Day 2 
Day 2 allowed session tracks for Sales Simplicity Training and BuilderMT WMS Soup to Nuts Training to 
continue through the morning. 
  
After lunch, the two-hour session choice included the Sales Simplicity Training wrap up with reporting 
and dashboards or the BuilderMT Builder Forum.  The Builder Forum, moderated by John Wagner of 
Propel Marketing consisted of a panel of client award winners and "power-users".  Jason Ross of, Essex 
Homes, Matt Kausch of Daystar Construction, and Philip Robichaud of Morrison Homes provided an 
exchange of ideas with the entire attendee group from which even the panel members benefited.   
  
The closing session for the day was "Voice of the Client". This important forum - where clients shared 
feedback regarding the software and made general comments and requests regarding the product 
development and enhancements - provided value for all. 
  
These two sessions were extremely well received.  Many builders commented that the value gained 
from these two sessions paid for the trip. 
  
The day ended with the group cruising Lake Coeur d'Alene on a flat bottom boat for dinner and the 
opportunity to meet one-on-one with the Sales Simplicity and BuilderMT staffs. The event wouldn't be 
complete without the traditional passing of the sombrero! The last recipient, Matt Kausch of Daystar 
Construction, relinquished the hat to be presented to the group from Braddock and Logan for their 



dedication to using the WMS software solution.  The Braddock and Logan group pictured here include: 
Jim DeMartini, Shaliece Montoya, Debra McClintic, Tamara Wheeler and Kari Cartner.  

 

 
 
  
 
Conference Sessions - Day 3 
The final day of the conference consisted of five sessions on Tips and Tricks on the core products that 
were repeated three times during the morning, allowing conference goers to attend three out of the 
five throughout the morning.  The day closed with lunch and then the attendees headed for home. 
 
 
Conclusion 
Feedback from the conference has been extremely positive overall, and we are already working on 
plans for 2012. Thank you to those clients who completed evaluation forms, and please feel free to 
submit ideas at any time! All input, both good and bad, is instrumental in helping us make each 
conference better than the one before.   
  
 
We will not be holding a conference in 2011, but we'll be back at the Coeur d'Alene Golf and 
Spa Resort September 11 - 14, 2012.  Be sure to budget and plan to attend. This resort is known for its 
spectacular surroundings and world-class golf course and spa. Start brushing up on your golf game now. 
 You won't want to pass up the opportunity to play a round at this magnificent resort!  Pictured below 
are our two client attendees that won certificates at the course.   Mike Doran of Stirling Bridge birdied 
the world famous floating hole, while Ed Gillespie of McKee Group pared the hole!  Congratulations to 
both of you! We look forward to seeing everyone in 2012! 
 
 

  
 


